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Effects of Online Dating on Marriages
Abstract
Online dating is propagated through online platforms such as the designated dating sites, mobile applications such as Tinder and through social networks. In most cases, relationships built through online dating have resulted into marriages between the involved parties. Various studies have indicated that online marriages are more successful as compared to offline marriages. Through a historical background to provide the general understanding of the origin and the concepts of online dating and marriages, various insights have been provided in this paper to agree to the same comprehension.
Introduction
The surge in the number of internet users via the various available platforms has come about with so many other implications. Currently, there are dynamic functions available on the online platforms, among them the dating sites. Many companies have invested in online functionalities, whereby online dating software programs, websites and mobile applications have been developed to help people search for their soulmates online. One of such online applications is Tinder, which, among many other application, has been on the forefront in helping online surfers to locate their potential mates. However, the trends in online dating have taken a different lead with some people criticizing its implications on modern marriages while others wholly approving its conceptual input.
	Various studies have been carried out to determine the actual impact that online dating has had on the sustainability and other aspects of marriages. There are various standpoints concerning the inception and adoption of online dating among the society, with various stakeholders holding varying perceptions over the same. The divulgence into intensive research on the possible outcomes of online dating has revolutionized some of the existing perceptions, giving a positive impression about its inception into the society. Some of the researchers have ranked the surge in the online dating practices as one of the leading contributors to the increase in diversity and social networking (Tong, Hancock, and Slatcher 2016a).
	As much as there have been negative attributes linked to online dating, especially the impact on the marriages, there are positive inputs that the practice has added on the marriages. Through the studies, there has been a general understanding that online dating could be a significant source of sustainable marriages (Paul 2014). However, such confrontations are still debatable as more research is still being done with the aim of alleviating any possible doubts on the applicability of online dating. In the same way, this study takes a similar standpoint, analyzing various other studies and their findings to come up the possible effects that the online dating practices could have on the creation and sustainability of the modern marriages.
Accessibility to the Internet and Online Dating Sites 
The rapid advancements in technology as well as computer proliferation have been the masterminds behind the increased internet accessibility.  The increased efficiency in accessing internet has, in turn, facilitate the interaction among the people of different walks by deeply compressing the physical constraints between them (Huang and Yang 2013).  As compared to the traditional methods of interaction among the people, the use of internet has greatly facilitated the rate at which people communicate and interact. Huang and Yang (2013) reiterate that the social networking sites have worked out excellently by substituting the traditional ways in improving the friend-making practices. In most cases, the establishment of friendship is the precursor for intimate relationships, which have as well worked to increase the incidences of online dating and marriages (Huang and Yang 2013).
	Huang and Yang (2013) indicate that online platforms have not only facilitated the process of making new friends but have also aided in improving on the relationship with the existing friends. By increasing the time over which people interact and bond socially, online platforms have then aided in developing friendships into intimacy and consequently into marriages. On the other hand, traditional methods have limitations such as time and location constraints, which hamper the rate of developing friendships and bonding of the friendships. Therefore, as a result of their convenience in enhancing interpersonal interactions, some online sites have been designated specifically for dating. It is then through such platforms that the people with common interests and ambitions can meet and develop relationships, possibly leading to marriage (Huang and Yang 2013). However, such platforms still have their implications over the relationships formed and the resulting marriages as expressed in most of the studies.
	With the day-to-day increase in online and internet technology, many people are now resolving to online dating rather than the traditional methods of developing relationships and intimacy. Since the year 2000 (when the online communication platforms started to become widespread), there has been an increase in the number of online users, with nearly 30 million Americans resolving to online dating (Tong, Hancock, and Slatcher 2016b). However, most of the studies targeting online dating have mainly focused on the daters’ personal presentations through their public profiles as well “macro” presentations through race attractions (Tong et al. 2016b). It is only a few available studies exiting that focused on the designs of the online dating sites, together with their possible impacts on the daters’ personalities and the influence on their decision-making abilities.
	Maclaran et al. (2008) commend that the use of the internet has worked to improve the relationship of the people who would not have otherwise met together. It is through such online platforms as dating sites that have brought together people from diverse origins and backgrounds (Maclaran et al. 2008). It is the inception and the widespread use of the internet that has facilitated such developments. For instance, there are currently many mobile applications and websites that have been dedicated for virtual dating, whereby potential lovers meet and exchange their experiences. It is then through such interactions that people get to build their friendships, which would eventually lead to permanent relationships and possibly to marriage. However, the intrigues or other outcomes that follow the marriages resulting from such interactions are the main causes of the debates concerning their legitimacy, authenticity and sustainability (Paul 2014). Therefore, it is crucial to consider such scenarios by systematically outlining and briefly analyzing such outcomes to either prove or disprove the accompanying assertions.
	There have been greatly varying opinions and even usage of the available online dating services. The use and perceptions of people towards the online dating practices are dependent on their individual beliefs or interpersonal characteristics. Various studies have also been done to establish the determinants for the usage of the online dating services. For instance, a research conducted by the “Pew Internet & American Life Project” in the year 2005 established that most of the people who are likely to use the online dating services are the ones who use the internet to perform several tasks (Anon n.d.). This implies that the likelihood to use such services depended on the internet availability and the pre-exposure to the utilization of the online services. However, it was also indicative that the possibility to use the online dating services laid in the individual’s understanding and the orientation to the process of identifying a potential love partner (Anon n.d.). Such intrapersonal factors also influenced the manner in which a person would analyze the profile information provided by the potential mate, as well as making the final decision as to whether the targeted person is the right soul mate. Therefore, the general understanding is that the ability to use and select the purported partner via the online dating platforms is mainly dependent on the intrapersonal factors.
	The versatility of online services and the proficiency in utilizing such platforms is also an attribute to the widespread use of online dating services. The access to and the navigation through the dating sites and mobile applications is key to the successful locating of the intended partner (Natural n.d.). Most of the online dating service providers allow for the daters to upload their personal profiles to the sites, which may include their age, gender, their physical location and appearance among others (Natural n.d.). Other providers may also request the daters to provide their sexual orientations to cover the preferences of each of the service users. At some instances, the service providers may allow the daters to use webcasts and online chat services that constrain them to the online space as the meeting point (Anon n.d.). However, under permissible conditions depending on the policies of the service providers, the dater may be allowed to have physical meetings. Therefore, factors such as physical location and shared interests are also key parts of the profile on the online dating site.
The Background of Online Dating
Online dating and “personal advertisements” have a rich history, dating to as early as the thirteenth century. The earlier forms of online dating began with the invention of the modern newspaper in 1690, which was later followed by personal adverts seeking attentions for hook-up (Anon n.d.). According to the analysis of professor H. G. Cocks’ presentation by Anon (n.d.), the first ads to be posted for dating matters were introduced to assist the British bachelors to get themselves potential wives. For instance, the first ad ever posted belonged to a thirty-year old man, who described himself as having “a very good estate” and that he was searching for “some good young gentlewoman that has a fortune of £3,000 or thereabouts” (Anon n.d.). This advert marked the beginning of personal adverts as people started looking for their eligible suitors by publishing their personal profiles.
	In the 1700s, the use of personal ads took a different turn as homosexual ventured into their use to get access to others with the same interests. During this period, the use of personal ads was the only way that the gays and lesbians could use to get acknowledgements from each other and meet “discreetly and safely” since homosexuality was illegal in the UK at that time and was punishable by death (Anon n.d.). As a way of evading identity and possibly being caught by legal arms, homosexuals would then venture into personal ads to find their gratification. To maintain anonymity, personal ads used coded words, female names or any other hidden identity signals to communicate privately and possibly find suitors with the same sexual interests (Anon n.d.). Another major development in online dating at the time was the posting of ad by the first woman in 1927. An English woman named Hellen Morrison posted her personal ad under the column “Lonely Hearts” of the Manchester Weekly Journal that she was “seeking for someone nice to spend her life with” (Anon n.d.).  From thence, online dating began to take shape, being adopted rapidly and is currently described as a normal activity (Anon n.d.). 
	During the 1800s, aristocrats of the time took to the media and manipulated it to propagate their personal interests (Anon n.d.). The aristocrats used their influence to manipulate the media in publishing whatever they wanted, even though some of the ads sounded unscrupulous, especially as compared to the current status and standards. For instance, an advert for a 70-year-old man was published in 1841 in the Journal of Munich, who was purportedly looking for a woman between the ages of sixteen and twenty, “having good teeth and little feet” (Anon n.d.). Towards the mid-1800s, there was still a general perception that advertising for a husband or a wife was an unacceptable and a wayward behavior, especially from the middle and the upper class people. However, the progressive publishing of personal ads, particularly by some of the renowned magazines and periodicals like the Wedding Bell that was popular in the US and the Marriage Gazette in the United Kingdoms started to revolutionize the people’s perceptions, leading to a gradual acceptance of personal advertisements by the general public. 
Towards the end of the 1800’s, scandalous ads started to flourish, which were characterized by massive scams that targeted the people who were desperate for love (Anon n.d.). After becoming evident that published ads were majorly scams, people started to shun them leading to an instantaneous decline in their value among the publishing magazines. As a result, the running of personal ads, especially those for the people seeking for love partners, dropped drastically as people resolved to the traditional ways of establishing relationships (Anon n.d.).
Personal ads re-emerged at the beginning of the twentieth century and began being common among the rural farmers, ranchers and shepherds who were lonely and desperate for lovers. The ads ran through media, with highly desperate rural inhabitants, particularly from the low populations of Western US, seeking to recruit partners from the scarcely available “country girls” (Anon n.d.) In the 1920s, the ads found a new meaning as the lonely World War I soldiers were fiercely looking for partners in the name of pen pals (Anon n.d.). Although still hampered by the suspicion of possible scammers, personal ads slowly crept back while the British law enforcers maintained a strict watch against them.
The onset of the 1960s and the subsequent years saw the online dating take a new face. Use of personal ads for finding lovers and establishing relationships was becoming a counterculture among the youths (Anon n.d.). New technology was also taking shape as observed in 1965, when the first computer dating service tagged Operation Match was developed by a group of students from the Harvard University (Anon n.d.). This service become popular for linking people with their potential matches at a charge of three US dollars. Most of the young people at the time found it more convenient to look for the lovers online and, thus, propagated the rapid developments in the use of online dating sites that followed thereafter (Anon n.d.).
In the mid-1990s, the use of internet was looming, which greatly impacted on the sharing of personal ads. Generally, personal advertisements become acceptable since regulating their online sharing was becoming more impractical (Anon n.d.). Towards the end of the 1990s, various online platforms had been developed, facilitating the rate at which people could interact online and build interpersonal relationships (Anon n.d.). There was an eruption in the online dating platforms, such as the America Online among others, which provided forums and chat rooms accessed by singles for dating. Popularity for online dating had also grown to considerable levels at the inception of the 2000, whereby more sophisticated technologies were still sprouting (Anon n.d.). By the year 2007, Match.com, one of famous online dating platform developed in 1995, had fully grown to become one of the country’s highest paid online company (Anon n.d.).
Since the year 2010, a countless number different online dating sites have been developed and are currently under constant developments to meet the preferences of the users. At this time, most of the sites had included various parameters for the online users seeking eligible partners. For instance, the platforms would include the individuals’ sexual and religious orientations, race and hobbies among other features, which enhanced the probability of getting the rightful match (Anon 2013). Currently, online dating has taken a new lead with traditional forms of communication and interactions being gradually replaced. The growth of online dating among the recent generations has also been boosted by the advances in the use of social media, whereby millions of social media uses have access to the online dating platforms as well.
The Impact of Online Dating On Marriages
Marriages built from online relationships have received various commendations despite the few intrigues described by some of the researchers. Online dating has become a useful tool, especially to people who are almost “giving up with offline dating” (Krotoski 2011). Many have given a bigger thought about online dating whenever offline dating would seemingly be falling apart. Out of desperation, people would turn to online dating and incidentally find some of the best partners suitable for happy marriages. As presented by Krotoski (2011), a final decision to settle on one suitor out of a whole lot of two-hundred would provide surety that the person chosen is the best match. Since some people have argued that the traditional methods would involve developing strategic relationships and building them up they turn into marriages, Krotoski (2011) maintains that online dating still utilizes the same concepts, online that “we’ve just become a bit more businesslike about it.” Therefore, online dating is given a bigger shot as being one of the tools to build even stronger marriages in the modern era.
According the analyses done by various scientists concerning online love, it becomes paradoxical how a lifeless but logical machine can as such be useful in mitigating the bubbling-hot human emotions. Through a historical shot, Krotoski (2011) pays attention to a description by Tom Standage on online love, who outlines that the first online marriage took place1848 between a bride and a groom in Boston and New York respectively. The main concepts about online dating have not so much deviated from the traditional methods since errors made during an online appointment, such as “too many typos in a character’s description…” can have the same magnitude of devastating effects to the relationship, just the same way having “having dandruff flakes on a black sweater” (Krotoski 2011). This description, in turn, alludes that insomuch as there may be new intrigues that face the online dating mechanism, the basic concepts and the accompanying outcomes still remain the same as the traditional methods of dating. 
According to a research done between 2005 and 2012, over a third of the marriages traced their origins from online dating, and the outcomes afterwards indicated the “online couples” seemed to have happier and longer marriages (Anon 2013). Despite the fact that such studies have not dug deeper into the reasons behind the successful online marriages, they have as well provided a solid evidence that brushes aside the assertions that online marriages cannot last. As a result, such few and simple insights into successful online marriages have provided the ground for the daters to venture into online dating and possibly acquire their suitable partners via the online platforms such as Tinder.
Even as Anon (2013) illustrates, online dating is just a new trend in how people meet and find their potential partners, whereby opportunities arise from diverse platforms such as the social networks, email conversations, instant messaging, online games as well virtual reality worlds that bring people together through avatars. In the same way, marriages that had their origin from online dating are reportedly described to have a sufficient marital satisfaction as compared to traditional physical dating marriages (Anon 2013). Additionally, online marriages have reported fewer cases of marital discontent, conflicts and breakups in comparison with the traditional face-to-face dating. Therefore, a keen consideration is given to marriages resulting from online dating as the newest trends in finding the best possible suitors online for people to settle down with in marriage.
Anon (2013) also provides the statistics established through research concerning the proponents and characteristics that surround the online marriages. For instance, it is indicative that only six percent of the marriages between the people who met online were reported to experience breakups, which is comparable with the 7.6 percent of the marriages between the people who used the traditional dating methods (Anon 2013). The rate of satisfaction among the people who met online was also higher as compared to the marriages resulting from offline dating. A mean score of 5.64 satisfaction rate was reported among the online marriages while a lower rate of 5.48 satisfaction was reported among the offline daters (Anon 2013). The statistics were arrived at after conducting a survey on the happiness with the marriages, the level of affection in the marriage, the communication satisfaction and the expressed towards each other in the marriage (Anon 2013). As a result, it was clearly indicative that online marriages have been doing better than the marriages resulting from offline dating.
However, the basic characteristics that surround the online dating leading to marriage have not utterly changed from the traditional ways of courting and building relationships for marriage. As Krotoski (2011) enumerates, both aspects of marriage involve adequate commitment and a show of concern as well as a display of dire seriousness as far as marriage preparations are concerned. Everyone is still concerned about the first impression obtained at the first sight, regardless of whether online or offline. For online dating, one would be expected to write a nice and comprehensive profile while, of course, maintaining a balance between “personal marketing and the reality” (Krotoski 2011). This takes a serious commitment too since the personal profile presented on the online dating site would speak much about the individual, who is also expected to represent the same impression in the virtual reality (Krotoski 2011).
The ability to honestly present oneself as a real as possible prior to building the relationship has also been attributed to reasons behind successful online marriages. This is because honesty is key for one to build the trust with the partner, and it is as well crucial for the sustainability of the resulting marriage (Butler 2009). It would practically impossible for the individuals to lie about their personal features, including the sense of humor, wittiness and personal interests, which often become evident during longer interactions via the online platform (Krotoski 2011). As a result, online dating becomes a key tool in shaping honesty as the daters are encouraged to present a true picture of themselves despite any negative impact it may have on the upcoming relationship. Nevertheless, a true love would be exhibited if the partner would be willing to withstand the shortcomings of the mate, which represented through honesty and trustworthiness (Krotoski 2011).
Social networks, on the other hand, have been instrumental in aiding people develop relationships, especially away from the designated online dating websites. With social networks, people with shared interests basing on different shared connections are brought together, providing a ground for interaction and socializing (Krotoski 2011). In most cases, such interactions have built up trust among people through sharing of information, which, in turn, has been a precursor for online marriages. For instance, the updating of the statuses on the social networks helps to connect the people by giving an impression of being together despite one of the partners being away from the computer (Krotoski 2011). However, the most intriguing part is how the online love makes people to share most personal information to complete strangers, which makes it different from the normal traditional courtship (Krotoski 2011). As result, online dating is deemed a good source of trust among the couples- an essential tool for a successful marriage afterwards.
Another major impact that online dating has on the resulting marriages is the enhancement of the selectivity by increasing the number of choices for various parameters that the partners have. Anon (2013) explains that people who meet offline for dating would have limited places for finding possible lovers, which may be restricted to locations such as workplaces, school, places of worship or social gatherings. The few reportedly successful marriages were those established from clubs and bars that started through blind dates (Krotoski 2011). However, the nature of selectivity provided by online dating systems seem to have a positive impact on the marriage as opposed to the restrictive nature of the offline dating (Anon 2013). This is also as a result of the focused nature of online dating, whereby each partner demonstrates a higher level of commitment to maintain a status quo, leading to a more tolerant marriage afterwards (Anon 2013). Additionally, after controlling for the socio-demographic differences, it is generally observable that “individuals who met their spouse online may be different in personality, motivation to form a long-term marital relationship, or some other factor” (Anon 2013).
Anon (2013) also reiterates other proponents for successful online marriages, stating that online relationships “may provide a larger pool of prospective marriage partners.” The earlier screening that is often a characteristic of online dating has also been attributed to possible landing on the best match from the online dating platforms. Anon (2013) also states categorically that despite the chances of deception that may occasionally occur during online dating, such cases often bear insignificant weight since most of the daters online have been proved to be honest. From all these considerations, it is generally acceptable that online dating has had a positive impact on the marriages that are as a result of such practices.
Other Considerations
Various other logistics also accompany the online dating services and the successful formation of marriage relationships from such practices. (Tong et al. 2016a) attribute the successful online dating to the generation of good interface and designs of the online dating systems to enhance the effective transitions and communication. Such effective system designs are essential in promoting romance and attention among the dating partners by facilitating the processing of information (Tong et al. 2016a). Since settling for marriage after online dating involves a serious process of decision making, it is vital for the dating system design to facilitate such processes. Mobile applications for online dating such as Tinder have such provisions, such that on a single swipe, one would get attached to many possible suitors. One would then have to concentrate on choosing the right match by analyzing the statistics provided about the match. Such considerations are key in ensuring that the dater narrows down to the best match prior to making any decision. This is because the decision would be reflected in the kind of the marriage that would result, and a successful marriage is ultimately reliant on the rightful decision made during the dating process.
	Secondly, it is crucial to take note of the preferences that the online daters have, especially those that have a direct impact on the marriages that may result. Conway et al. (2015) address some of the preferences exhibited by the online daters, some of which have been proved to have a significant effect on the marriages resulting from online dating. For instance, the selection of the potential mates according the ages provided in the individual profiles has been analyzed as one of the key elements influencing the choice of the partners from the online dating sites. Various studies have indicated that generally, men would prefer women who are younger than themselves as opposed to women, who prefer to date men who are slightly older than themselves (Conway et al. 2015). Such studies have carried out in multiple countries and the outcomes have always been almost the same among the diverse nationalities and cultures. Therefore, it is essential to prioritize such factors when considering online dating, since such determinants may have a significant influence on the success and sustainability of the marriages formed from online dating. Additionally, an adequate platform should be provided to ensure that such preferences are enforced for the purposes of establishing successful marriages from online dating sites.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summary, online dating has had a long history, dating from as early as the 1600s when people developed personal ads to look for the potential suitors. Although initial posting of personal ads was considered obscene and anybody could be sentenced to death, the practice continued secretly, mostly utilized by homosexuals who hid their identities by using coded languages. The continued publishing of personal ads over years by the prominent magazines and periodicals also helped to propagate the practice. This continued up to the recent times when technology came to its peak, replacing the old methods of personal advertisements with computer-aided online dating. The inception of the internet opened the doors on online dating wide enough, with a large population of people currently using online sites, mobile applications and other social networks to date online and find potential partners. Many studies have been carried out to determine the impact of online dating and the general conclusion is that marriages resulting from online dating are long-lasting and better established as compare to offline marriages.
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